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of Vizianagaram was maintaining 7/760 troops
including 1t620 sepoys dressed and armed after the
European manner at an annual cost of nearly five
and a half lakhs of rupees etc. The Committee
therefore considered it necessary in the interests of
the people at large that the power of Vizianagaram
should be curbed and recommended that all his
troops except some, 2,000 sibbandis for service in
the malarious hills and a body-guard of 767 peons
and 50 horses should be ordered to be disbanded.
The committee also suggested that separate cowles
be granted to the Jeypore, Palakonda and Golgonda
Chiefs and that they should be rendered indepen-
dent of Vizianagaram. They made several other
proposals for the improvement of the revenue and
other branches of administration.

The Raja agreed at the time to disband his
troops except certain Rajputs who belonged to his
own clan and in 1788 he was formally ordered to
reduce his forces and was granted a new lease at
the enhanced peshkash of 9 lakhs recommended by
the committee, his Zamindarir however, being
increased by the addition of the Estates of Anaka-
palle, Uratla and Satyavaram.

Sitarama Razu who had for a long time usurped
real authority was removed from the office of Diwan
in 1784. In 1790, however, he regained his post;
was dismissed by his brother in 1791; taken back
again in February, 1792; removed by order of
Government; and required in August, 1793 to reside
in Madras, to which place he proceeded accordingly
and lived on a pension from Government of
Rs. 5,000 a month.

By this time the Raja's incompetent management
of the estate had led to the accrual of arrears of
peshkash amounting to no less than Rs. 61/4 lakhs
and the Chief and Council reported that the security
of the revenue and the general welfare of the
country would be ensured by no method short of
the se-questration of the Zamindari. The Govern-
ment therefore threatened that unless all the arrears
were paid the estate would be attached and the
Raja removed and pensioned. The Raja thereupon
offered to pay Rs. 5J lakhs of arrears (which had
grown to 8J lakhs) in three equal instalments in a
reasonable time, but the proposal was rejected by
the Board of Revenue and the Government, and on
2nd August, 1793 the sequestration was effected by

Colonel Prendergast by taking possession of the
Vizianagaram Fort. The Raja was, however, so
powerful that no one would come forward to rent
any part of the estate. He also intrigued to render
impossible any management but his own. The
sequestration continued. The Board of Revenue in
1794 stated as follows :

"The objects we had in view and which we
trusted would result from the sequestration of the
Zamindari, were, to reduce the military force which
this Zamindar (not withstanding the repeated orders,
to the contrary, of the Honourable Court of Direc-
tors, within the last twenty years, and of successive
Governments) has not only retained, but even
increased; to ameliorate the condition of the inha-
bitants and families of those Zamindars, who had
been dispossessed by the most unjust and ambitious
projects of the Vizianagaram Zamindar; to afford
relief to those who retained their countries, but
who have been exposed to great oppressions; to
heal the distractions, which had so long prevailed
under a weak, fluctuating and improvident adminis-
tration; to ascertain the reaf value of the different
parganahs and the extent of the improper alienations
of land, whether for military services or to Brahmins
and favourites; to clear off all debts (Particularly to
the Raja's troops); to introduce some fixed principle
of management, order to secure tranquility, and the
realization of an adequate revenue; and by affording
the Zamindar a more intimate knowledge of the
resources of his country. We hoped to provide for
the punctual discharge of the Company's future
demands."

It seemed therefore clear that as long as the
Raja remained in the district the arrears would con-
tinue uncollected and the estate would 'remain
unmanageable, He was accordingly directed to
leave the district and proceed to Masulipatam. He
was given an allowance of Rs. 1,200 a month and
an advance of Rs. 30,000/- was granted to him for
the expense of his journey. He marched for about
12 miles and then on the 11 th of May, 1794 wrote
to the Chief stating his inability to proceed further
owing to the turbulence of his peons, who clamoured
for the arrears of their pay. These people were
pacified by an assurance from the Chief that the
Company would discharge their claims and the Raja
was left without excuse for further non-compliance
with the orders of the Government. His reluctance